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“Living with Wildlife” is a series of nine wildlife management
guides for the agricultural and natural resource sectors, as well as
rural land owners. Op ons for wildlife management, worker
safety, and animal deterrents are provided for each species.
Many guides suggest comple ng wildlife conﬂict management
plans. Web links to the guides and other resources are on the
back page. Consult the “Conﬂict Reduc on Guide” for wildlife
deterrent management op ons.

Coyote: Canis latrans
 Possess a keen sense of smell, vision and hearing.
 Coat is generally a buﬀy, grizzled grey with a mixture of cinnamon-coloured
forelegs and feet, white throat and belly, and o en a dark line down the
back.
 Can live up to 18 yrs old, but the average is 6 to 8. They reach 1-1.3m/3- 3.5'
in total length (the tail cons tu ng about one-third of the total length), and
weigh 10- 14 kg/25- 35 lbs.
 Males are about 15 percent larger and heavier than females.
 Are a highly adaptable species, and can live as easily in the city or the
country.
 Thrive in rural and agricultural areas and range between 10 to 40 square km.
 Diets include small mammals, carrion, ungulates (deer) and carcasses killed
by larger predators.
 Are drawn to the same a ractants as dogs such as composts, garbage, livestock and pet foods.
 Can sprint up to 43 mph (70 km) and will hunt alone or in a pack (family group).

Wolf: Canis lupis











Wolves are the largest member of the canid (dog) family.
Males weigh 35-50 kg/70-100 lbs. and females 30- 40 kg/66-80 lbs.
Coats range from near white, to brindle, grey, brown and charcoal black.
There are records of wolves covering up to 65 km in a day in mountainous terrain, and speeds of 55 to 70 km in
short bursts.
Pups are born in the den, in April or May, to the dominant female in the group and li ers average 4 to 7.
Wolf sigh ngs and preda on to livestock appear to be on the rise, seemingly in propor on to areas historically
inhabited by wolves.
A dominant carnivore (meat eater) can live about 10 years, possess a keen sense of smell and hearing.
Hunt year round, alone or in strong, well organized, family groups.
Are ﬁercely territorial and pack size depends on geography, and available food sources.

Worker Safety
Farms, orchards, vineyards and livestock opera ons are
o en located in wildlife interface or natural areas where
wildlife live. It is important to understand which predators
or wildlife conﬂict situa ons may occur where you are
working and be prepared to keep yourself and others safe.
Having a Worker Ac on Plan is the best defence to avoid
encounters.
As part of personal safety, research and ask your employer
for informa on on the on the wildlife you are most likely to
encounter. Understand coyote and wolf biology and
behaviour traits.
Wolves and coyotes generally avoid people where they can,
but contact with humans is increasing. Unfortunately, this
means an increase in losses of livestock and domes c pets,
and an increased health and safety concern for humans.
These risks can be minimized with proper knowledge and
management while minimizing the nega ve impact on wolf
and coyote popula ons.

To avoid an encounter:

Minimize a ractants: the smell of vulnerable livestock, garbage and a ractants
can be detected by coyotes and wolves from two miles away and draw them to
your property. Keep garbage inside or in a wildlife proof bin.
Carcass Pits: many livestock farmers construct a dedicated carcass pit. This is a
pit where dead animals are either burned or buried. Proper construc on of a
carcass pit is essen al, improperly constructed pits are predator a ractants.
Pits should be located as far away from livestock and your home as possible and
be protected by an electric fence. See the Conﬂict Reduc on Techniques Guide
in this series.
Install an electric fence: to prevent entry onto the property. If wolves or coyotes
are unsuccessful, or ﬁnd it diﬃcult to enter the property they are unlikely to
return.
Keep Children and domes c pets close: to avoid losing a pet or child, keep them
close while out on the farm. This makes them less vulnerable and also prevents
a roaming dog from luring a coyote or wolf back to you.

If an encounter occurs: ﬁght back

Wolf: it is unlikely that a wolf would approach or a ack a human.
Coyote: have been known to take a er domes c pets, and on rare occasions,
children. In both cases, it is probably a predatory a ack. FIGHT BACK! Be loud,
aggressive, throw s cks, and use deterrents.
If a dog gets into a conﬂict with a wolf or coyote, do not get involved, it is be er
to lose a dog than risk your own life.

DO
 learn how to minimize
a ractants

 install an electric fence.
 keep children close by on
the farm

 bring domes c pets inside
at dusk

 learn to iden fy wolf and

coyote signs, know when
they are in the area

DON'T
 leave sick or dying
livestock out in the open

 allow dogs to roam past
dusk

 leave garbage or recycling
outside without a wildlife
proof bin

 feed coyotes or wolves

If you encounter aggressive wildlife call the Conserva on Oﬃcer Hotline: 1-877-952-7277

