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“Living with Wildlife” is a series of nine wildlife management guides
for the agricultural and natural resource sectors, as well as rural land
owners. Op ons for wildlife management, worker safety, and animal
deterrents are provided for each species. Many guides suggest
comple ng wildlife conﬂict management plans. Web links to the
guides and other resources are on the back page. Consult the “Conﬂict
Reduc on Guide” for wildlife deterrent management op ons.
Ungulates have traits and requirements that can place them in conﬂict with many types
of agriculture and large land holder opera ons. Crop damage to tree fruits and forage
crops by deer and elk can be signiﬁcant and is increasing along with damage to fencing
and property. Conﬂict reduc on techniques are required to both minimize wildlife
damage and reduce the need to kill problem wildlife.

Deer: Cervus

 Are generally a tawny to light brown in color, camouﬂage for their surroundings.
 Can stand up to 2.28 m /7.5 . tall and weigh in at between 50-68 kg/110-150 lbs.
 In May or June female does, give birth to one to three fawns. Fawns are a reddish
brown color with white spots, helping them blend in with their hiding places
while they are very small.
 They are herbivores, although have an extremely diverse diet, consuming leaves,
fruit, nuts, seeds, other plant material and even small dead birds or rodents they
come across.
 Deer prefer to feed at dawn and dusk, although it is not uncommon for them to
wander out during the day

California Bighorn Mountain Sheep: Ovis canadensis

 Males have large curved horns and can weigh in between 59-140 kg/127-316 lbs.
and stand between 1m/36–41” tall. Females are smaller, between 35-85kg/75188 lbs. and stand just under 1m/30-36” tall. Females have smaller pointed
horns
 Ru ng season (ma ng) peaks in November, and in May 1 or 2 lambs are born to
a female ewe.
 Live in low-eleva on hillsides with grassy slopes and open forests.
 Sheep live near rocky slopes where they can climb to evade predators

Elk: Cervus Canadensis

 Male elk weigh in at between 322-326kg/710-730 lbs. and stand an average of 1.5 m/4.5 . hoof to
shoulder. Females are smaller, at between 235-240/500-530 lbs. and stand at the shoulder about 1.3 m/4 .
 Males have large antlers that are shed each winter and begin growing again in spring. Antlers can grow up
to 2.5 cm/1” a day.
 Rut in the fall and give birth in the spring. Calves are spo ed un l late summer when they lose their spots.

Contacts & Resources
“Living with Wildlife in BC” management guide series:

# 1 Bear
#2 Cougar
#3 Coyote & Wolf
#4 Rodents
#5 Snakes
#6 Starlings
#7 Ungulates
#8 Conﬂict Reduc on: mi ga on op ons for wildlife safety and control
Mi ga on Decision Matrix: calendar of wildlife occurrences and recommended controls
The wildlife guides are built on the work of government ministries and wildlife and conserva on organiza ons who
generously shared informa on, reviewed and contributed to this series. Authors: © 2013 Margaret Holm and Zoe Kirk.
Project Sponsor: Okanagan Similkameen Conserva on Alliance (OSCA), contact outreach@osca.org.
The “Living with Wildlife” series is available for downloading and distribu on (personal, noncommercial use) on the
following websites:
www.osca.org “Living With Wildlife” pages
http://www.rdos.bc.ca/departments/public-works/wildsafe-bc-bear-aware/
www.bcwgc.org Health and Safety Sec on
Wildlife Deterrent retailers for fencing:
Margo Supplies http://margosupplies.com/public/canadian1/index.html
R&S Power Fence 645 Main St. Pen cton, BC V2A 5C9 250-492-7090 http://electricfence.homestead.com/
Wildlife Deterrent retailers for devices and kits:
Margo Supplies http://margosupplies.com/public/canadian1/index.html
True North Outdoors Store http://trueoutdoors.ca/ Vernon, Kamloops, Kelowna, Pen cton
Bear Scare (training courses available as well) http://www.bearscare.ca/
Resources:
WildSafeBC web Site http://learn.wildsafebc.com/index.php
BC Conserva on Oﬃcer Service http://bit.ly/COServiceHumanWildlifeConﬂict
Bear Spray is available at most Outdoors Stores, Hun ng Ou i ers, and Canadian Tire
Deer/Dog Spray is available at Canadian Tire Stores across BC (not restricted)
References and credits:
Photo Credits: Backroadmapbooks.com, Wikipedia, Ciclira .wordpress.com, www.portal.state.pa.us,
rtseablog.blogspot.com, Google images.

This project was funded in part by the Investment Agriculture Foundation of B.C. through programs it delivers on behalf of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the B.C. Ministry of
Agriculture. Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and the Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC, are pleased to participate in the production of this
publication. We are committed to working with our industry partners to address issues of importance to the agriculture and agri-food industry in British Columbia. Opinions expressed in
this publication are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Investment Agriculture Foundation, the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture or Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.

